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From: Commander, Eighth Ccast Guard District
To: Distribution
Subj: ACCEPTANCE OF RESCUE PLATFORMS IN LIEU OF A RESCUE BOAT ON
OFFSHORE SUPPLY VESSELS (0SV)

Ref: (a) 46 CFR 94.10-53(b)

(b) Proposed Lifesaving Eguipment Regulations

(Subchapter L)

1. As resgquested in encleosure (1), this letter p cuicdance
TZ stencderdize Eicghth District actions recerding the zcceptance
of rascue platfcrms g substitutss for & rescue boat cn OSV's
without a lifebcat.
2. Reference (&) grants OCMI's azuthority to accept the vessel as
a rescue platform and substitute for z rescue bost. While this
authority is limited to vessels under 100 gross tons, OCMI's hev
accepted this errancement, following satisfactory opereational
tests, on 0OSV's of up to 500 c¢ross tons.
3. An 0OSV of up to 500 gross tons may ke accepted as a rescus
pleatform and substituts for & rescue boet under the following
conditione:

2. The vessel has demonstrated the ability to

satisfactorily maneuver and recover &n unconscious persoen

from the water.

) The cdistressed perscon can be adeguately observed from

the navigeating bridge.

c. The vessel does not regulerly engage in operetions that

restrict its meneuverability.
4 This policy is consistent with reference (b). Questions
regerding this matter may be cirected to CDR Tetreau, Chief,
Merchant Vecssel Safety Branch at (504) 2

/AL AN T —

Encl: (1) ™SO Morgean City
Dist: All Eignts District MSOs, MSUs and MSDs
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INSPECTION MZMO NO. 25A MSO MORGAN CITY ISSU=D:
Subj EZSCUZ BOATS ON OFFSEORE SUPPLY VESSELS
sef: () &6 CFR ££.10-5(e)

(p) 46 CFR 1£80.05%

(c) ZInspection Memo No. 22, cancelled 24 Mzy 15E3

(d) JSWMS CIDIG Memo No. 52, 1 Juns 1550

(=) 33 CFR 143.4C5(a) (7)
Cancellations: None
il People cccasicnally fall overbcard accidentzily. Reference (a)
reguires vessels inspected undexr 46 CFR Subchapter I to normally havs
= reccus boat to enable removing even an UNCONsScious person from the
wzrer. Lifepoats on large ships typically serve as the rescus boat
However, most OSVs cdo not carry lifsboats becaucse lifzraits and
lifeflozts are ucsed &s primary lifssaving ecguipmentc

2 (a) stipulates the ccnsicsrat
cervics, arrangemsnt and crew regulirsments

appropriate recovery and rescus beat prcovis
4 or S5 crew reguired and 1little ogsn area ©
which to mount a boat type davit Fresboar
2 cr 3 fe=t Twin screws allow fzairly gocd

3 Reference (a) specifies rsierence (b) as
rozts on vessels in szrvice on protacted wate S
wartere thzt a mors substantizal bezaf is appred ol
testing to the satisfaction of the cognizant OCMI What constitutss
an appropriate rescus boat for a typical OSV has bssn an issus at
lzzst since OSVs wars first rezuirsd to be certificated in 1880
Ewpectations have varied among marine safety offices and from time tO
tims within a given office Tesezrch of historiczl records revezled &
few cases where CCGDE allowed the vessel to servs &s 1Ts COwn rescue
boat, based on dsmonstrating effective rescue capabilities
4. Most OSVs built in the oil boom years, beifcrs 158%, were provicecd
with a m=tal "jeon" Zcat about 14 fset in length They were oiten
stowed against the back side of the accommodations 2 fishhook davit
wzs often fitted for manuzl launching and retrieving, without persons
in the boat NVIC €-¢1, in addressing liftboats as O&Vs, rezffirms
Commandant expectatiocns that OSVs do not neesd cdavits so that people
o wared or raised in rescue boat. Few 0SVs wesre built in
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ecovery, as well as set
L2AS as a reference. The pol
stry objection.

5 Reference (c) was written to acknowledgs the improvemsnt 1n
inflatable boats over the last decade. The 1983 amendments to SOLAS
zddress inflatable rsscu= boat and many sm 11 ships now use them
Re ence (c) re installations to include
chi ing four
i

[0}

[ Y

N, < 0, h

[l S E]
M K T O
=
=3

[l

0n

}_)

3

-9

0n
o OD‘

M O W

0
o
o
O
2, (D
o
0
O
3
’_J
!
(L

L P



L]
(z) describes & rescue boat as a small, lightweight,
th built-in buoyancy and capable of being readily
ezsily maneuvered. Reference (b) specifications incly
w GI cdrawingcs cpen rowpcat design with 2 thwarcs
C 11 to 14 feet 3 person minimum capacity
e palr of oars one painter
buoyant focam in a cuantity from a formula
testing: 10 fcot drop, 350% con gunwale, 5" freeboard with a
rsrscn laying on tha transom
7. Reference (d) recognizes ths design and opsrating limitations for
tsing rescus bcats on OSVs and the advantages of modern inflatable
poats. It zllows the use of any eguipment as a substitute for a
rascus boat, provided a 165 pound object can be eificisntly recoversd
2 demonstration to the OCMI is necessary. OCMI New Orlzans can
ragquire a porceble platform, which can be handled by two persons and
instructions on its use wmust be posted Refersnce (d) also lists 2Avon
znd Zodizc infiztables, as well azs & ficercglass Ecston Whaler, that
are acceptable as OSV rescus boats in the NEWME zone Zach 1s to be
fitted with a wmctor of about 5 =P.
&. Esfzsrsncs (=) provides for recovery rom ofifishcre
platforms and MODUs onto & standbly vess cf retrieving
helpless persons from the water is acce i a satisfactery
demonstration to the OCMI. This fairly ion ig in line
with policy on large fresboard crewboat ve platiorm is
oiten use
e Manv 0OSV crsws indicate a strong hesitzation to uss resscue becats,
especially the tracditional jon boat but also ths modern inflatables
They feel that using the OSV zs its own rescus platform 1is quicksr,
safer and more rsliable.
10 Most 0SVes d=livered in this zons in rscent vezrs wsrs inspacted
zy Destachment personnel. Inspectors comparsd the use of rescue boats
£o r=scus platicrms and found platforms can be at least as effective
2s boats. It was noted that too few crew may exist to properly launch
and retrisve bozts
11. Existinc vessels mayv continus with existing rescus boat
provisions. There is insufficient evidence to indicate that rescus
boat standards should not ke grandiathered Upcoming Subchapters L
and W are expected to retain the basic regquirement for a rescue boat,
but zllow 0SVs to be exempt from the regquirement Conditions for the
exemption will likely include provisions for an eguivalent level of
safiety
L2 Cwners of new vessels must propose & method for rscoveryv of
e verson from ths water, including an unconscious person. In all
cases, the method must be demonstrated as effective and
efficient, using the attached guidance. Equipment such as a
Lifesling, a Jason's Cradle or a rescue platform can be accepted
in lisu of the rsscue boat required by reference (a), provided it

is demonstrated to be satisfactory. These alternatives
safer,
rescue boat or its eguivalent should be described on the

-

more efficient and less costly than a rescus boat.

may be
The



1 Tha appliance, or vessel itself, must be carable of
i g ar conscious 200 pound psrson Nermally checkesd
W 'ays checksd with the Vessel underway.
om first calling "man overpocara" until ths
vessel shculd not excesd 10 minutses, in the
will typically be czlm waters.

3. The operation of the zppliance reguires no mors than the
minimum number of crew reguirsed by ths COI, lsss one person who
is cgerzting ths vessezl controls
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5 The wvessz2]l must nhave approrriate mccalilcatlons comnlstsd Lo
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7 The appliance and any relazsd eguipment mu
Z the restrisved person to ths wmain d=ck of th

§. Operation of the appliance and any relatzsd
unduly hazard the crew or the rsrson bsing ret
parts must bs arrancsd so thesy co not move ina
exposed to modsrate sea conditions.



